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principal heads of the kingdom which she possesses 011
the shores of the Sea,"

It is clear that Albuquerque entertained most ambitious
designs of founding an empire in the East, and of subju-
gating all the numerous petty Kings who held rule along
the coasts of India. One cannot but admire the boldness
of so small a nation as Portugal, with a population at that
period probably not much exceeding a million souls,
aspiring with a few shiploads of traders and soldiers to
subdue the combined millions of India and Arabia; and,
although their attempt can hardly be said to have been
crowned with complete success, they came nearer to the
accomplishment of their object than their most devout
admirers and well-wishers could reasonably have anti-
cipated; but the forces at their command were never
sufficient to inspire sufficient confidence in themselves, or
terror to their opponents.

The Portuguese had to compete for trade with the
Arabs, who, for several hundred years, had carried on a
commerce with the East as peaceful traders, to the mutual
advantage of the native rulers and of themselves. In
their intercourse with the natives of India, the Arabs had
established a strong bond of union which it wras necessary
to break down before the Portuguese could hope to replace
their predecessors in the possession of the Eastern trade,
and so lucrative was this trade that they were not likely
to abandon it without a violent struggle. Two methods
lay open to the Portuguese for the accomplishment of this
object; the one was by successful competition,and the other
by force. The principle of peaceful commercial rivalry
was, however, not yet understood, and the latter alternative
was therefore adopted in order to dispossess the Arabs of